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Deputy Director Lower Secondary (S1-S4/MYP)



Welcome to Secondary

Lower Secondary
S1-S4 and MYP

Upper Secondary
S5-S7 and DP

Primary and 
Pre-Primary



Contact People

• Mr Dominic Rogers / MYP Coordinator

• Ms Cathrin Fiedler / Languages Head of Faculty ESRM

• Ms Wendy Feldbaum / Math Head of Faculty ESRM

• Mr Okkert Havenga / Science and Technology Head of Faculty ESRM

• Mr Matthew Senie/ Humanities Head of Faculty ESRM

• Ms Lucia Albericio / SEN Coordinator

• Ms Rowena Stinner / S1 PA

• Ms Brenda Jimenez / Organisation 



IB vs EB
• We offer two streams in the 

Secondary – International and 
European

• As we are one school 
community, there are many 
things that unite the 2 streams. 

• We share the teaching staff, the 
classrooms and spaces, 
extracurricular activities, 
projects, Melomi services, school 
trips, locker services, PA system, 
library, support services, one 
Parents’ Association, one 
Student Council, careers service, 
holiday calendar…  



Structure of the school day in the Secondary 

• Lessons run in blocks of 45 minutes
• There can be double, or single periods
• There is a small break at 11.00-11.19
• There is a lunch break, usually in P5 or P6
• Lessons typically run between P1-P9*
• Extra curricular activities run in P10 or on Friday



How to make our choice?

• When considering the choices between IB and EB, you will need to take 
into account the end goal (IB or EB diploma) and also your individual 
child’s talents and preferences for learning. 

• You are not just making a choice for now, you are making a choice about 
what they will be graduating with.

• We are both an accredited European School and an IB World School.

• Over the next slides, we will introduce EB and IB and then make a 
comparison between the structures.



Mission of the European Schools

https://www.eursc.eu/en/European-Schools/mission


EB
• EB is divided into 3 cycles:

• S1-S3
• S4-S5
• S6-S7

• The subjects on offer in each cycle and how 
the students are assessed varies in each 
cycle. 

• The education is in both languages  from S1.

• In S1, all students take 33 periods of classes

• Grades in S1-S3 are alphabetical (A-FX with E 
being a passing mark) – Holistic assessment 

• The L3 chosen in S1 is compulsory until S5.



S2
• In S2, students continue with the 

subjects they did in S1, but they 
are additionally allowed to take 
up Latin.

• Latin must be taken for a 
minimum of one academic year. 

• There is a Latin exam ‘Latinum’ 
in S5 where students can get a 
Latin certificate.

• Students take either 33 or 35 
periods in total this year. 

• For your planning, there will be a 
trip to Outwood Bound



S3
• In S3, students who started Latin in S2 

can continue with Latin, or deselect it if 
they do not want to continue. 

• Students can also deselect ICT from S3 
onwards.

• Students have 31 compulsory periods, 
and up to 35 periods if they take the 
optional subjects. 

• Human Science is taught in the L2 
language. 



S4/S5
• Students start to 

diversify their 
studies. 

• Geo and History 
are taught in the 
L2 language 

• Sciences are 
separated into 
disciplines. 

• Maths can be 
taken as 4 periods 
or 6 periods a 
week.  

• Students must 
choose 4 periods 
of optional 
subjects.

• At the end of S5, 
students get a 
‘Junior Laureate’ 
certificate.

• S4 Cultural Trip





The BAC at ESRM

• Established tradition of excellent 
results. 

Year 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016

Pass 

Rate %
100 100 99,2 100 100 98 96 99 98

Average

%
77 75 78 76 79 76 77 75 76



Why EB?

• Complete proficiency in English and German – C1/C2

• A third European language at B1+

• Opportunity to study Latin (needed to study History/Lit in Germany)

• Accepted by all state European universities as an equivalent of a national-
level high school diploma **universities may hold their own tests… 

• No German language/English language certificate needed for university 

• Competence-based learning

• Education with a European outlook

• https://www.eursc.eu/en/European-Schools/studies/studies-
organisation

https://www.eursc.eu/en/European-Schools/studies/studies-organisation
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IB Curriculum





MYP1-MYP3
• ISRM is divided into 2 cycles:

• MYP1-5 (Middle Years Programme)
• DP1-2 (Diploma Programme)

• German as a Language Acquisition is phased (level based across 
different grade levels)

• The education is in English throughout

• In MYP1-MYP3, all students take 28 periods of classes.

• Report cycles are twice a year. Each subject has clear parameters 
for assessment. 

• Theatre Studies and Design (IT, Visual and Physical Design).

• There is a compulsory trip in MYP2 with the S2 classes.

• Class Teacher Time

Theatre Studies 3P



MYP4-MYP5

• Students choose Standard or Extended 
Math.  

• In MYP4, students have Service as Action, 
where they work towards a Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award and complete 
expeditions (compulsory)

Theatre Studies 4P



DP1-DP2

• Our first exam 
session will be 2026

• Offered in over 140 
countries globally 

• https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/plan-your-
studies/recognition-ib-diploma/ / IB Recognition in Germany

• Discover why IB students succeed - International Baccalaureate®
• https://kultusministerium.hessen.de/sites/default/files/media/ib-

anerkennung_leitfaden_2020.pdf
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Aspects EB – European IB - International

Foreign 

Languages

B1 in L3

C1+ in L2

Second foreign language compulsory in Secondary years S1 

- S5: Spanish, Italian or French. 

DELF / DELE as extra

First foreign language compulsory in Middle Years Program (MYP) 1-5: 

German – “staged” (ability groups). 

Subjects 

taught in 

second 

language

Human Sciences as of S3;

History, Geography and Economics as of S4.

None – all subjects are taught in first language (English).

Latin Yes – from S2 onwards. Latinum possible No.

Approach to 

learning

Competence-based learning: learning is organized around 

strengthening the 8 key competences: digital, STEM, literacy, 

multi-linguism, citizenship, cultural awareness, 

entrepreneurship and learning to learn.

Conceptual based learning: learning is organized around key concepts 

that are analyzed in interdisciplinary projects to strengthen the skills of 

critical-thinking, empathy, research, acting with integrity and problem-

solving.

Assessment As of S4 via harmonized B-tests and exams. Project-based assessment 

Service as 

Action

Not explicitly part of the curriculum.

Optional participation in Duke of Edinburgh

Yes: part of the curriculum.

Participation in Duke of Edinburgh

School-leaving 

diploma

EB Junior Laureate- continuation towards the European Bac 

wide range of subject choices

Continuation towards the IB Diploma Programme incl. CAS (Creativity 

Activity Service

University 

Acceptance of 

EB and IB

EB is equivalent to all school-leaving certificates in EU 

countries. No additional German-English language tests 

normally required for state universities.

IB is widely recognized and accepted; Well-suited for studying outside of 

the EU; additional German test required to study in German universities. 

Validity at universities subject to chosen subjects

Trips 2x Trip, Language Trip, S6 Trip 2x Trip, CAS (Creativity Activity Service) Trip



Next Steps…

• You will be sent in the next days a link to your parent portal on 
MSM.

• Please fill in the questionnaire before 2.3.26.

• If you need additional information about your application between IB 
and EB, please make a request for an appointment with Ms Bebb 
through Ms Heuer (I.Heuer@es-rm.eu)

• Your online application does not guarantee a place in IB Curriculum, 
it is just an indication of your interest

• IB applicants will be required to sign a new contract with the school.



The online form
• Please be patient whilst we collect 

all the outstanding information. 

• When the complete data is 
collected, we will communicate the 
information.

• More information is available on 
our websites

• a.bebb@es-rm.eu Alexandra Bebb

https://www.es-rm.eu/
ISRM - International School RheinMain | Website Titel 
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Thank you for your attention 
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